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, CHARACTKK TRAINING. 

from a TE.ACHER’S point of view.* 

Bi' Miss B. Forth. 

To o little school in an out-of-the-way German village, a 
V Mh.y broueht a small boy one morning many years 
fj Me should hardly have thought, and the teachers and 
children certainly did not think that it mattered much to that 
child or to modern teachers and children what was the school- 
lesson of the moment, but it mattered infinitely, for as the 
children recited in their Scripture lesson : “ Seek ye first 
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all other 
things shall be added unto you.” The words and their meaning 
sank so deeply into the impressionable mind and heart of that 
sensitive little boy that they grew with his growth, became 
the watchword of his life, guided him to his true profession, 
and sustained his ideal in it. 

The child was Frederic Froebel, and Froebel was not as we 
English are sometimes inclined to think, a man who had some 
rather odd fads about infant teaching, but he was a great 
educationist, who, realising the nature, the growth and the 
relationships of life, saw with very clear eyes what was essential 
to its right nurture and development at every stage. Froebel 
teaches that to educate our boys and girls aright is to bring 
them to realise their true relationship to life. It is, I suppose, 
the old doctrine of self-knowledge- Know thyself.” 

1. They are to realise themselves personally . 

2. Ihemselves naturally — in relation to nature, 

• Themselves socially— \n relation to mother, family 
friends, the nation, all mankind. 

E Themselves rel^iously—\.n relation to God. 

“ ^ n^^ist be, Froebel calls it an 

most k- ^ conscious education,^’’ and fore- 

comnletp* places religion, and shows how any 

superstructure^*'^" 


a P.N.E.U. meeting at Salisbury, on Feb. 1st. 1900 , 


training from a teacher’s point of view. 

j-Ie pictures the mother laying her babe to rest with a 
r- to her Heavenly Father for its well-being, and shows 
1^'^^the child, too young to learn, asleep and therefore un- 
'^"'^cious, is yet blessed, developed, educated by that act 
Ters • a different child because it is growing up in a religious 
"* 'osphere. Contrast with this ideal, the facts revealed by 
^^"torv in to-day’s Standard. A boy of eight years of age, 

"" bed as witness in a case heard at a Lambeth Police Court 
""esterday, said he knew nothing of the Bible, and never said 
hi, "prayer’s. He went to school. 

The Magistrate “ What do they teach you ? 

^ Drawing, ’rithmetic and reading 1 ” 

The Magistrate Have you ever been told to speak the 

truth ? ” 

Boy No ! ” 

His evidence was not taken. 

If the atmosphere in w-hich our children grow up is to corres- 

a n- it oueht to correspond — to human nature, their 
pond-as It ought c p ^ 

whole environment must be suen c y 

realised if religious education 

shut in a corner— or treated as an ex ra. 

I hope you will not thndc me .mother 

subject if I speak to you _ 

great man — John Ruskm. “forced 

throughout his child-hood, an ^e chapters of the 

me by steady, patient, daily syllable through, 

Bible by heart, as well “ ‘'’;;^‘’(-;‘„esis'to the Apocalypse 
aloud, hard names ; „„e which only so unique 

about once every year , a cl p a 

a mind as that of John Ruscin c strength, knew the 

lender age, but his mother realising g^ercise which 

wisdom of keeping her sharp boy umi ( pristian insight 
made real effort necessary, and wi i great tumultuous 

foresaw 70 hat study alone coul cep gf it 

heart steady and true in all the stress of ,, 

himself, that it was “discipline-patient, 
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;T7; up the elements of a little 

and adds, thoug ‘^j^js^maternal installation of my mind 
further ‘ ^ -g i count very confidently the most 

in that P>-«Pf y;' one essential part of all niy 
precious, and, on e ’ became, indeed, strictly con- 

education i„ all modes of thought, and the 

elusive and protec e to^n^^^^ ^„aptable through all fear or 

dltV- noV dirough any fear or or fault, have I ever 

^ ’ utr to them nor betrayed the first command m 

. t:Cde “’repeat oftenest ‘Let not mercy and 

‘"ifirrcad Rmkin’s works with open eye and heart, we 
cannot fail to be struck with the marvellous way m which 
religious thought, feeling, and phrase interpenetrate the 
whole, nor with the skill with which he expounds, reveals 
and applies passages from the Bible. But above and beyond 
this, his mother’s Bible training and the deep religious 
atmosphere of those early days of education so moulded his 
life and character, that he could see Mercy and Truth, and 
direct the nation aright, amidst party-clamour, low aims, 
self-indulgent lives and neglect of the true interests of society 
and education. 

One of his biographers says, “ Ruskin has staked the future 
of his system upon the truthfulness or otherwise of the three 
following positions — 

“ Whether there be one true and living Ciod or no God at all ; 

“Whether the old English faith be true or false ; 

“Whether the voice of his own deepest soul has been the 
voice of truth or a mere imagination and a lie. 

Sure foundations these, and noble tests ! Fearless, indeed, 
as well as sincere, must he be who submits all he has said and 
wiitten to these touchstones ; and fearless must we be of 
any system rising from such foundations, and staking its all 
on correspondence and truthfulness to the same.” On such 
foundations we wish our children to build, such fearlessness 
and smeerfiy we desire for them. Let us then base their 
e ucation m the old way. Ruskin probably saw the inner 
gni icance and true tendency of Education more clearly than 
of his time, and he tells us in burning words, 
IS useless to teach our children reading and arithmetic* 
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, then leave them to turn their arithmetic to roguery and 
r reading to lust. He goes so far as to say, “ We do not 
•ant to teach people to know what they do not know, but to 
1 ve as they do not behave,” and strong as this statement 
surely it is true ! The real aim and intention of education 
to inspire and mould the minds and hearts of our boys 
'^nd girls> consequently 

behave nobly, truly, religiously, in daily life, in their pleasures, 

®d in great crises, whether of personal, social, or national 
pfe What they are, what they feel, think, do, in what they 
^re interested, for what, and by what they are prepared to 
Uve and die, are the questions by which we must test the 

education our boys and girls are getting. 

“ We live,” says Wordsworth, “ by admiration, hope and 
love.” To make our children advance in true living, to keep 
their lives clean, pure, sweet and strong we must arouse their 
interest in “ whatsoever is pure, whatsoever is lovely and of 
good report,” that they may “ think on these things an o 
these thhigs.” Then they will grow up men and women o 

character •, of the right fibre and that f 

and mind of well-developed will power, strong to act and t 

"frata fto’; acting, to overcome obstacles and yet to sub.tt 

^""our^character is the sum and substance of our life, the 
Our charactei IS r becoming. 

total, not only of what we are, rharacter. 

All the moral powers, all the tendenc.es 

he in germ in a little child's spmt, ^ ^ “^urs 
unfolding influences, just as the eau in amount 

of the flowers lie folded in the bud and the right 
of heat and cold, of sunshine and slower, J 

of plant-food are needed to ^ 

shrivel and die in frost or drough culture to bring 

grow delicate wdien treated as an character, 

to perfection its flower or its frui , so . bring out its 

It needs the culture and nurture o in effort, to train 

graces, the discipline of mental wor -w industry, the 

the sturdy virtues of obedience, m , jjfe forward 

beams of the Sun of Righteousness to ^ a Reverence.’ 

and upw'ard and to teach the essen la discipline, if places 

Our schools must be places of gracio 
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lofty aims, must i„spi,, 
of chaiac relation of the teacher to the 


every bit of the w 
children 


ensure this ? 


How can we ensiuc t.... ; Character forms 
"f'rTder ” and all education is a spiritual touch, “ the contact 
of spirit with spirit.” The teacher must be an example and 
!n iiifluence. What we are, is more than wdiat we teach. 
We can never impart the fulness of what we mean, but some- 
how in subtle ways there emanates from father, mother, 
teacher, if they are worthy of the name, a formative influence, 
to which the most aggressive, insincere or wayward pnpii 
may subdue himself in after years. 

We all realise what mighty influence such men as Arnold, 
Temple, Benson, Timing have wielded as public school masters, 
many of our greatest thinkers and educators to-day owe much 
that is best in them to the strong spiritual influence these 
men exercised over their impressionable boyhood’s years. 
We realise less what it means to the rank and file of the nation, 
to have religious people for the rank and file of their teachers. 

Not long ago, a man who is doing much religious and 
philanthropic work in London, but who for some years before 
had lapsed into a state of agnosticism, was asked, “ Did any 
religious influence stay with you in those years ? ” and replied, 
“ I never forgot the way in which my teacher in Standard 
II. always said the ‘ Our Father.’ She spoke it to a Person, 

and One whom she reverenced and trusted entirely, becau.se 
Divine.” 

To sum up : character training is the work of education, 
^hhout it our eftorts are wasted and positively mischievous, 
aracter is influenced by all the surroundings of life, but 
pecia y by those of childhood’s days, and those of conscious 
u*” 1 - especially desirable that, right 
undpr^+Vi ^ and training should be given 

relicinnc ^11 ideals, which necessitates definite 

-d rehgious teachers. 

a great away, but who, in its early days, was 

Educationarif society— The l>arents’ National 

^pon the air IV main, our health depends 

^ If ‘"-t °f 

forthehilLr Canenthusiasro 

8 type of character be more readily and lastingly 
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-akened by any other literature than that of the Bible ? 
^^^ot then let this be the atmosphere which children of the 
^ sent breathe daily, as has been the custom in the past. 
TTy lives of most of us may not do justice to the inspiration 
^Vich we may have felt from our early study of the Bible ; 

t nearly all people will admit that what is best in their 
haracters can be readily traced to that source, and therefore 
I repeat with earnestness, do not let us throw away wheat 
and chaff in a fit of despondency caused by Biblical criticism 
nd the apparent hostility to truth of many pious preachers, 
but let us continue to cling to the gospels and read them daily 
with the children as far the most important part of their 

education.” 


